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STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

' Literature distributed by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), headquartered at 360-362 Nelson Street, S. W. , Atlanta, Georgia, describes 
itself as not being a membership organizations but rather an agency attempting to 
stimulate and foster the growth of local protest movements . SNCC was bom out of 
the sit-in movement which erupted across the South beginning on February 1, I960, 

A conference at Raleigh, North Carolina, that Spring, brought together many of the 
demonstrating Southern students in a loose network of militant youth which was 
officially named SNCC in October, I960, 

A source has advised that in May, 1966, Stokely Carmichael was elected 
National Chairman by the Central Committee. In May, 196? Carmichael was replaced 
as Chairman by Ho -..Rap Brown, with Carmichael assuming the position of Recruiter 
and Organizer for 'the SNCC. In August, 1967, at the invitation of Fidel Castro, 
Carmichael participated in the Organization of Latin American Solidarity Confer- 
ence which ms held in Havana, Cuba, Subsequent thereto, Carmichael traveled to 
Hanoi and other sections of North Vietnam* He returned to the United States in 
December, 1967. at which time his passport was picked up because of travel to un- 
authorized countries. 


A source advised that when Carmichael wa.s elected Chairman of SNCC, the 
organization embarked on a program of eliminating Caucasians from its ranks. With 
the election of H. Rap Brown as Chairman in 1967, it embarked on a world-wise 
struggle for human rights and tc> take a firm stand against violations of these 
rights by the American Government and to strengthen its programs of opposition to 
the draft and to the United States involvement in Vietnam* 


Literature distributed in February, 1968, identifies SNCC as an organiza- 
tion in the revolutionary vanguard. It advocates that to be successful it is 
necessary to ’develop a revolutionary ideology and revolutionary program. 

On August 13, 1967, while addressing a group in the Watts area of Los 
Angeles, California, H. Rap Brown said "You better shape up America, or we’ll 
burn you down s " Later in February, 1968, in a publicized note Brown wrote, 

M America, i$ it takes my death to organize my people to revolt against you and to 
organize your jails to revolt against you and to organize your children, your 
God, your poor, your country, and to organize mankind to rejoice in your destruct- 
ion and ruin, then here’s my life." 
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NATION OF ISLAM, Formerly Referred 
to as THE MUSLIM CULT OF ISLAM, aka 
MUHAMMAD'S TEMPLES OF ISLAM 


In January, 1957, a source advised Elijah Muhammad has described his 
organization on a nationwide basis as the ,f Nation of Islam* 1 and ,T Muhammad's 
Temples of Islam. " 

On May 5, 1967, a second source advised Elijah Muhammad is the 
national leader of the Nation of Islam (NOl); Muhammad's Temple of Islam No. 2, 
5335 South Greenwood Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, is the national headquarters of 
the NOI; and in mid-1960 Muhammad and other NOI officials, when referring to 
Muhammad's organization on a nationwide basis, commenced using either "Mosque" 
or "Temple" when mentioning one of "Muhammad's Temples of Islam." 

The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was originally organized 
in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. Muhammad claims to have been selected by Allah, 
the Supreme Being, to lead the so-called Negro race out of slavery in the 
wilderness of North America by establishing an independent black nation in the 
United States. Members following Muhammad's teachings and his interpretation of 
the "Koran" believe there is no such thing as a Negro; the so-called Negroes are 
slaves of the white race, referred to as 'white devils', in the United States; 
and the white race, because of its exploitation of the so-called Negroes, must 
and will be destroyed in the approaching "War of Armageddon." 

In the past, officials and members of the NOI, including Muhammad, 
have refused to register under the provisions of the Selective Service Acts and 
have declared that members owe no allegiance to the United States. 

On May 5, 195&, the first source advised Muhammad had, upon advice of 
legal counsel, tempered his personal statements and instructions to his ministers 
concerning the principles of his organization in order to avoid possible prose- 
cution by the United States Government; however, he did not indicate any funda- 
mental changes in the teachings of his organization. 

On May 2, 1966, a third source advised Muhammad had, in early July, 
1958, decided to ’ de-emphasize the religious aspects of the teachings of Islam 
and to stress the economic benefits to be derived by those Negroes who joined 
the NOI. This policy change, according to Muhammad, would help him acquire 
additional followers and create more interest in his programs. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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On January 4, 1974, . a confidential source abroad 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


HEREIN 
EXCEPT WHE 


m CONTAIN 


CLASSTFEFD BY #24 

EXEMPT FROE-GOS . CATEGORY ^ #1 

DATE OF DECLAS stl3^AJTON INDEFINITE! 






- i* - 


{pciosun 



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1062 EDITION 

CSA FPMR <41 CFR) 101-11. 6 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 


UNITED STATES G^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DATE: 07-03-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 AUC EATJ/R37VCF 
DjtLASSIFY OH: 25X 3.3(1, -60/ 
JK)3-2032 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100^379969) 


date: 


2/7/74 


from/\U LEGAT, PARIS C.157^12) (P) 

W CD 

subject: WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 
EM - BN 



ReParlet 1/7/74. 



4 ~ Bureau 

^“Foreign Liaison Desk) 

(1 -Philadelphia) (.100^34744 ) (Info) 
1 - Paris 

MGZ : ec ffch 

(5) ^ 


vi > f-j 


ci!ss^ & EXT. mSt 
; REASON-FtokTI, 

' DATE OF REVIEi>^ 


2 


IB FEB 151 974 


? PH 




J .2 'm jEcw-r 

Buy ll.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savr^^Rhst 


w 'X|/4 S 



! 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
THERE SHOT, IN OTHERWISE 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.* | 

UNITED STATES d^ERNMENT JJyBffBl 

Memorandum 


j DATE: 07-17-2007 

' CLASSIFIED BY 60324 AUC BAI-J/RS/VCF 
- , DECLASSIFY ON: 2-5X 3.3(1, 6) 

0 7 0 3 2 


TO • DIRECTOR, FBI (100-379969) 

VWft/ 

FROM : LEGAT, PARIS (157-12) (RUC) 


subject: WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH 

EM - BN 



date: 4 / 4/74 


ReParlets 2/7/74 and 1/7/74. 



3 - Bureau 

(1 - Foreign Liaison Desk) 
1 - Paris 
MGZ : ec 
(4) 


f /r> u 


< /y^ 
£/?7 Si 



/yA 


A 5010-108 



REC-49 


REASON - FC I 
date of 



ALL ^FORMATION CON pm 
HE^INI^V^CL^^FIED 
EXCEPT V^HES^HOWN 
OIHERMSE 





U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



SEXEST” Jr . . .'FOIPA #1060225 

osa fpmh (« era) ioi-n.« CLASSIFIED BY 6U324 jI baw/rs/vcf . ^ 

UNITED STATES G^fclNMENT DECLASSIFY OH: 2SX Sil, 6) ^ 

-a ^ ”7 ' 01-15-2033 P 


/ 1U ,- * Director, FBI (10 0-379969) 

ri Ub y ym/uS 

/ FROM : Legat, Paris (157-12) (RUC) 



November 7, 1974 


subject: WILLIAM GARDNER "stflTH 
EM - RN 


,w 


,/D 


Re: Paris letters, February 7, 1974 and April 4, 1974. 



Above is being furnished to Bureau and Philadelphia for 
information and completion of files. y' 

'^-$1 /\ ( u ) 




Bureau 

(1 - Foreign Liaison Unit) 

(1 - Philade]jhia) (100-34744 ) 
1 - Paris 
MGZ : CAK 
(5) 


4? 

v- £ r* 

^ A v 

^ \ fvnp c- 
'O . 

V II s 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ' 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 
OTHERWISE 



REC-59/^ 





NOV *10- 1974 j 



'v_2§- s> D: 


Buy U.S. Savhigs Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 





United States Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

MAR 2 8 2008 

Case No.: 200801246 


William J. Maxwell 
Department of English 
University of Illinois 
608 South Wright Street 
Urbana, IL 61801 

Dear Mr. Maxwell: 

This is in re^orrsetO^purSeptember 1 1 , 2006 request for information relating 
to William Gardner Smith from the FBI. The FBI has referred one telegram to 
us for review and release under their case FBI FOI/PA # 1060225-000. 

We have determined that this telegram can be released in full and a copy is 
attached. 


Sincerely, 





Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 

Office of Information Programs and Services 


Enclosures: 
As stated. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington , D.C. 20535 

October 29, 2009 


MR. WILLLIAM J. MAXWELL 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
608 SOUTH WRIGHT STREET 
URBANA, IL 61801 


FOIPA Request No.: 1060225- 000 
Subject: SMITH, WILLIAM GARDNER 


Dear Mr. Maxwell: 

Reference is made to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for documents pertaining to 
William Gardner Smith. 

Enclosed is a document which was released to you by letter dated February 21 , 2008. You will 
note that information contained therein has been declassified. Portions of the information remain withheld 
and are exempt from disclosure pursuant to subsections (b) (1), (b) (6) and (b) (7) (C) of Title 5, United 
States Code, Section 552. For an explanation of these exemptions refer to the enclosed form. 

You may submit an appeal from any denial contained herein by writing to the Director, Office of 
Information Policy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 
20530-0001 . Your appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order 
to be considered timely. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information 
Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 


Very truly yours, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosures 



EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1 ) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or 

foreign policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible 
for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (1 ) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her 
identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual 
pursuant to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government 
service the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the 
person who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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NY 100-161952 



[On 4A-/65* 


advised' that one WILLIAM 


GARDNER SMITH was the author of an article concerning; 

MALCOLM X . furnished b vl 


of "Freedomways" magazine 


On 6/9/65 , 1 laavisea zmxz wxubxiu 
GARDNER SMITH, an American ne gro verier, works for G hana 
Radio and is or was close to | 

This same source further advised on 6/28/67, that 
as of July, 1965, WILLIAM GARDNER SMITH was a United States 
Negro who headed the Institute of Journalism in Ghana 
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advised that WILLIAM 


It is noted that information from 

is extremely confidential, is to be used for lead purposes 
only and is not to be disseminated outside of this Bureau 

Contacts with the following New York informants 
during January and February, 1968, failed to reveal any 
additional information regarding the subject ,jj. 
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